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CHARACTERS

Goff He is in his seventies though very fit and spry. He is a retired
railwayman who worked on the railways from demob in 1949 until retirement.
He is a bit of a rogue but quite likeable though he does have a terribly
annoying habit of repeating himself. He is a Lord of Misrule and takes no
prisoners though he does have a soft underbelly.

Martin He is in his early fifties. He is Dublin Irish but has been in Britain
for more than thirty years. He has done well on the building sites and now is
site manager for a big construction firm. He is quick and witty, a real Dub/
Jackeen. He is often light where Goff is dark. He is very likeable — but prone
to talk politics when under the influence.

Margaret Martin’s wife, Goff’s niece. She is also in her early fifties and
is very much the matriarch. She works as a secretary in a wholesale stationers;
to heritis just a job and the focus of her life is her family. Like many women
she is the family lynchpin, remembering birthdays, presents, et cetera.

Helen Martin’s and Margaret’s daughter. She is in her late twenties and
teaches English at a school in Yorkshire. Pretty and intelligent, she has a
wickedly dry sense of humour and is obviously more than a match for any
man which is probably why Sean jilted her and ran off to have his nipples
pierced and live with a halitosistic Mounted Police lady. Helen is very into
aromatherapy and is quite hippy-like and Earth Mother-ish in the way she
dresses, with long hair in a pony-tail, earth shoes, et cetera.

Kathleen (Kathy) Helen’s sister, two years older. She is a style queen
living in London, working as a funding officer for various art projects. She
is very Post-Modern and feminist and is often more than anybody can handle.
Shehas largely lost her accent and is brittle and pretentious, jerky and speedy;
a northern Janet Street-Porter. Her clothes are very much whatever is “in”.

Crispin He is an arts administrator and curator, ex-public school. He is
from the Home Counties and, even though he tries very hard to be eclectic,
his background comes through all the time. He is basically a pudding and
since he is based on several people I know the actor playing him can show
no mercy. Physically he should be the total opposite of Martin so that when
he has to wear Martin’s clothes he looks ridiculous. This is of course
symbolic.

Jimmy The man who ran off to Australia with Goff’s daughter Fiona. He
isin his fifties and is bald but for a fringe which he combs over  la Charlton.
He is quite portly now. He is cheerful and open in many ways but very much
a product of the “I went to Australia and made my way” school. His accent

is unbelievable (this is very important and cannot be conveyed in print): an
exact fifty-fifty mixture of broad Oldham and Australian and a challenge for
any actor.

Fiona The daughter who ran off with Jimmy; the woman who married the
man from the “I went to Australia and made my way” school. She has not
weathered well, is overweight and quite slow on the uptake. Her accent is
very Australian, with just the occasional glimpse of the North.

Monica and Chapman They are ultra-ultra-respectable, the archetypal
retired middle-class couple from Middle England. They dress modestly, but
very expensively, and their appearance is very clean, neat and shiny; both are
well-coiffured. They are also, of course, as we discover, stone barking mad.

Pat and Hughie Pat is similar to Margaret in dress and appearance though
better preserved than Fiona. Hughie is gormless and vacant, so that one
suspects that there is nothing going on inside his head; Pat, though, is very,
very sharp. Their brief foray into Act II ScenE 3 should end up quite fiery.
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